
Dear JOSS-members and students! 

 

As time is flying, many activities have passed! As always in 

our newsletter, we like to look back and remember those 

nice moments that we shared. You can reflect on the Ice 

Skating, which was the first time for the first years, per-

haps.. further, you can enjoy a nice article about the Movie-night and you might 

be contaminated (or „contaged‟ if it exists ;)) to read on the other articles 

about the End-of-Examsparty, the city-trip to Antwerp and some funny comics!  

 

As you can see, this newsletter gives you good material to read! And the best 

part is that this is not material you have to read to prepare for your exams, 

NO, JOSS gives you nice moments to relax! As we always try with our activi-

ties as well! 

 

With the busy period of studying for the exams approaching, relaxing reading 

material is a must, but perhaps insufficient! That is why we already want to in-

form you on the next upcoming activities, which will be the annual barbecue! It 

will be an event to look forward to, whereby you will have the opportunity to 

relax with you fellow students, with alumni who went through the same stress 

periods as you before and with the staff of Censtat… It is the perfect moment 

to relax, right after the exams, right before the holidays (for the first year stu-

dents) and a good moment to take time to catch up before drowning in the 

master thesis (for the second year students)! So after reading, mark your 

agenda with the upcoming event, because it is a not-to-miss activity which you 

will certainly enjoy!  

 

Well, I hope you will have a relaxing time reading this newsletter and that 

thinking of the barbecue will free your mind from time to time! Further, I wish 

each and every one of you the best in this period and hope you meet you at 

our next activity! And do not forget to register in time!! 

 

Good luck! 

 

Your president, 

Kim 

Foreword from the President 
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Movie night 

 

Obviously, there was small misunderstanding among the Master stu-

dents about the movie night. They came in quite small numbers com-

paring the staff and the proclaimed reason was the necessity of 

studying hard and lack of time for relax. I cannot agree with this, 

since the balance between re-

laxing and working is the key 

issue in surviving courses, espe-

cially in second year. Moreover, 

this movie night was as much 

entertaining as educational. The 

Contagion was shown and the 

experts from the infectious dis-

ease group were present and 

ready to explain any possible questions during the drink-and-talk 

break in the middle of the projection. Also, the “patient zero” exam-

ple was imitated perfectly by An, always during the most anxious 

scenes. Beside the fun part of experience, we learned how things 

could go when any pandemic will strike and how to improve our 

chances to survive. In such a case, we would have unfair advantage 

comparing the ones who did not attend the show. It is obvious that 

nobody should miss such interesting and important event, so we 

hope to see more Master students next time to join us.  

By Martin Otava 
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JOSS BBQ! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Date: 29th June 2012 

 

Don’t miss this great event!  
 

 

Upcoming event! 
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End of exams party 

I  have been waiting patiently for the usual end exam party I first 

participated in 2011. It seems that thoughts and memories were 

frozen moments to attain ones goal.  We tried to make a fraction of 

a second last for an infinite period before all exams were done. Af-

ter we were done with exams, during vacation, we had  (but most 

probably, some might not have) a program to go somewhere or to 

do something. But whatever plans we had, I am sure we can‟t do 

anything by the time we were done with the exams. The only way 

was to join the once in a year  program, END of  EXAM PARTY. 

Still, people may have wrong notions about the end of exam party 

and turn their face to party houses. But the two are different even 

if they share same word, party. What‟s the difference? No words can 

describe it, so it‟s always better to attend and judge!  
 

It was a busy day for the responsible persons, JOSS board members. 

They had to arrange things in order; seats, pizza‟s, drinks, games, etc.  

I was not involves in any of these, but was expected to be there at 

18:00hr but I was late with some sort of biking problem with that 

bad weather.  The feast started with some Pizza and drinks, which 

were not so much exciting since we can do these in ordinary days 

alone. 
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End of exams party (con’t.) 
I was waiting for some funny games and movements. The JOSS 

president spoke saying ”it is time for a game….”. The first game in-

volved coordination and following instructions. And of course, it was 

a definite laugh-fest! The next game (not really, was also another 

exam lol!), was not simple, needing critical thinking and some basic 

knowledge (closed book exam) and it 

was also a competition for winning a 

CENSTAT cup.  Much physical and men-

tal activities were done to solve a mur-

der case. My group lost, but would like to 

say congratulations to the winners. An-

other part was about world music and 

world dances. It was a marvelous experi-

ence for me to do some dances for cou-

ples and some country music dance. It is an unforgettable event, 

hope also to others who attended the program.  

 

The end of exam party prepared by JOSS is really funny, something 

we can learn and free our mind through games and is a sharing of 

culture too. I really appreciate what the coordinators have done. 

And to the students, I hope more will be involved to keep this great 

event alive! May God give peace to our world! 

 

By Melkie Chernet Leykun  
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 City trip to Antwerp 
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Books were out, camera was in! This was the drama last February where I had the 

chance to visit one of the must-see places here in Belgium – Antwerp. The very cold 

temperature and light rain made the guided trip more exciting and challenging, and that 

never stopped me from enjoying the ancient historic and modern beauty of the place. 

All landmarks passed by our bus were explained to us in detail by our tour guide. Fasci-

nated by amazing architectures, I was not able to focus on his explanations. I was busy 

capturing photographs and afraid of missing even a single shot of the place. All I can re-

member was the story about how Antwerp came into existence.  At least I still learned 

something at the end of the day. It‟s not all bad after all. 

 

And the moment I set foot in the place, the weather became friendly to everyone.  Our 

first destination and even our first group picture were taken at Grote Markt (Main 

Square) where the famous Statue of Brabo and the giant‟s hand was built. This statue 

symbolizes how Antwerp derived its name. Afterwards, we were given the chance to visit 

wherever we want in the place, and I took advantage of it.  

 

Armed with a camera, I first walked around at the Main Square. The structures of the 

building here were built in almost the same style and design. These were the Guild-

houses built in the 16th century. The setting painted in my eyes in this place gave me a 

unique sensation of medieval time. Camera on, one photo taken! I also visited Het Steen 

(The Stone) which is Antwerp‟s oldest building located near Schelde river. The guide rec-

ommended visiting this place in the evening to experience a colorful and very romantic 

feeling. Sad to say this was impossible since I was bounded by time to wander in the city. 

Camera on, two photos taken! My next stopover was the Cathedral of Lady which is con-

sidered to be the masterpiece of Gothic architecture and the largest church in Benelux. 

It is also the tallest building in the city.  

 

Since I was late, I was not able to go inside because it is only open on Saturday from 10 

am to 3 pm. If I was amazed in its carvings imposed at façade and portal, how much 

more inside of it! I couldn‟t help myself but to tap my own shoulder and whispered, 

“Better luck next time, dude”. Camera on, three photos taken! 

If Paris had Eiffel Tower and Belgium had Atomium, I would say Antwerp City had its own 

Museum Aan de Stroom (MAS), a 60-meter high and made of Indian red sandstone and 

curved glass panel construction. It was a long walk going up to the last floor. All the ef-

fort was worth it since I was rewarded with an excellent panoramic view of the me-

tropolis. Camera on, ten photos taken! 
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Citytrip to Antwerp (con’t.) 
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Enjoying the view from the top, I would say it was the best loca-

tion to clearly see the Antwerp Port. I could see ships with differ-

ent sizes and colors which reminded me of one of my favorite 

movies “Titanic”. My mind got wild as I imagined myself with my 

special someone doing the very famous scene in the movie 

where we both standing at the bow of the doomed ship, with our 

arms outstretched and with „My Heart Will Go On‟ being played 

in the background. However, I was interrupted by the coldness in 

the place. The wind blew constantly here and it made me chill. I 

promised to myself to bring an extra sweater the next time I will 

visit again this place. And besides, time was up, and I didn‟t want 

to miss our bus going back home. 

Home sweet home! It‟s a sign that the camera will be closed and 

books will be opened again on the other dayJ 

 

John Closter Olivo 



 Ice skating 
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Yet another of those Joss activities that I had been looking forward to- Ice skating. The 

first thought of it was mind intriguing. The meeting point was in the Agora, and then we 

went to board a bus to Hasselt.  We alighted at Kapermolen and headed to the Hasselt 

Ice Skating Rink nearby.  

On arrival, we got our discounted tickets (One euro!) and got access to the facility. The 

first task was changing our attire in readiness for the activity. Apart from having to clad 

in our winter jackets, gloves and scarf, which we had already shelved, the most interest-

ing bit of it was the skating  shoes…They had a knife-like wedge that made walking up-

right an uphill task for many first timers. Moreover, getting the right shoe size wasn‟t as 

straightforward for most of us. 

It was my first time to go skating so obviously I had no idea of what to expect, though I 

had been warned by those that had been there before that it is not an easy adventure. 

For some students, the first step into the skating rink landed them a big fall and am glad I 

was not part of the falling group, although I tightly held onto the railing. I started out 

making small movement whilst being ex-

tremely careful not to fall on my butt. With 

my small movements, it took me about 30 

minutes to go round the skating rink. By the 

time I completed the first round, I had gained 

some confidence but not enough to fly like 

the experts did. 

The game was exciting and what made it 

even more fun was seeing everyone making 

an effort to skate without holding on to the 

rails. Quite a number of people learnt and 

had fun the hard way-earned themselves a 

couple of falls. The 3 hours we spent there were well utilized as everyone made enough 

rounds for the day. 

At the end of it all we had to take a group picture and guess what; that required all of us 

to gather in the middle of the skating rink with no rail to hold on to. This was my first 

time to leave the rail -thanks to the group photo. 

It was time to get the “robot” shoes off and get ready to head back home. It was a fun-

filled day and would I consider going back? Oh yes, at least I should practice enough not 

to be challenged by the small/young kids who clearly left me looking really bad! 

By Agnes Natukunda 



Universiteit Hasselt 

Agoralaan 1  

3590 Diepenbeek 

E-mail:  joss@uhasselt.be 

Joint Organization of 

Statistics Scholars 

Web:  

http://www.uhasselt.be/UH/

censtat/JOSS 

And join us on facebook! 

JOSS 
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Item Collection of Censtat 

 

I can give you warmth, I'm round and I have one ear (that 

gets pulled a lot). 

Yep, I'm the JOSS coffee 

mug. 

You can use me to drink 

something, to show off with 

the nice "CENSTAT" logo 

on my belly, or just as a 

souvenir of your nice stay in 

Belgium. And this for only 5 

euro. 

So, if you want to buy me, 

please hurry to Thomas, 

room C12. I will be waiting for you.  

 

 

The printed CenStat t-

shirts with the CenStat 

logo and "Ten reasons to 

be a Statistician" are now 

available. For a very 

cheap price of 12 euro's, 

you can avail of a high 

quality tee, and, not to 

mention, a nice souvenir 

from your days at UHas-

selt. You can purchase 

your t-shirt at room C12.  


